
 

 

 

 

Dear brethren, 

Greetings from New Zealand. Here we are into 2018 with all its challenges ahead of us. God be 

with us in all that we do and say. One of the things I enjoy in the mornings is sitting with a 

good cup of tea and reflecting over the scriptures as I work on sermons and lessons.  There’s 

and art in making a good cup of tea. You can dip your teabag up and down in the hot water or 

you can let it just dwell there so that you can experience the tea’s full strength and flavour.  

Jesus said in John 15:4 “Abide (dwell) in me, and I will Abide (dwell) in you. Just as no branch 

can bear fruit of itself without abiding in (being vitally united to the vine), neither can you bear 

fruit unless you abide in me.’ The secret of a victorious Christian life is not ‘dipping’ in God’s 

presence once a week at the church service, but ‘dwelling’ in it every day. I’m learning that it is 

not so much about what I do as dipping requires pulling and pushing the teaspoon against it and 

requires a lot of effort etc. I find myself trying to do a lot of doing and not learning the art of 

‘dwelling’. I’m reminded as I go into 2018 to make sure I spend more time dwelling with God, 

because it’s there that I will find strength, wisdom, richness to my Christian journey and 

ministry. So my encouragement for you this year is don’t be a “dipper but a dweller” in His 

presence. 

For the last two months I have been studying with 

Melissa. She is a cousin of Jazmine. This continues to 

help Jaz to be able to lead one on one Bible studies in 

the future. Our prayer is Melissa will respond to Christ. 

She, like us all, needs Christ in her 

life. 

One of the ministries that Melinda 

and I feel is so important in this stage 

in life is to make sure we are 

mentoring and encouraging others 
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that are younger than us. Bobbie and Lenisa, third year SPBC students and I out visiting 

members. They are preparing to go back to the Fiji islands at the end of 2018 to help with the 

church in the Northern Islands of Fiji. They are a great couple and have a love for the church 

and want to see it grow and expand. 

Recently I was down the coast visiting Abnar 

and Lani in Whakatane. While there we 

studied with two young Philippino ladies. The 

next week there was 4 baptisms. The first man 

I baptized in Whakatane was Joseph and his son and it has been 6 years in prayer and his wife 

Fay was baptized recently. Wonderful to see. 

Getting with members on their birthdays is something Melinda is good at. She often makes 

members feel special. 

Recently we had the end of year activity 

for the teenagers at our place as some of 

them are going off to other places to 

study at university or start training.  

One of our members Heather Ninnes 



works with the elderly doing home care. She was attending a lady by the name of Wanda 

Henderson, she is 92 years old.. She always offers to read the Bible to them. When she reads to 

them the Word, of God goes to work on their hearts. That is what happened to Wanda, theresult 

was she was recently baptized into Christ. What makes this special? As I was about to baptize 

her she said. “I’m about to become a little child again” Wish we all could have this spirit. 

There has been a new church planted in 

Morrisville about an hour and half from where we 

live. One of the members owns an Olive Orchard 

and there are about 10 people meeting in this 

farming region. They asked me to come and teach. 

It was encouraging to see their vision and desire to 

be a light in this district and expand the kingdom. 

Melinda continues to have people over to 

encourage and strengthen them. She also 

helps with the children’s ministry in our 

church.  

One of the blessings each month is to Skype 

different individuals to encourage and 

strengthen them. One of these is Pablo Sanchez. Pablo and his wife Laura work in Los Nogales 

Church of Christ in Santiago, Chile. Pablo and Laura lived in NZ for a short period and would 

travel with me encouraging and strengthening brethren. He now works in his home country 

doing this there with Laura. They are doing a wonderful work for the Lord in that part of the 

world.   

At present we have our daughter Abby and 

our three grandchildren with us from 

California. There is never a dull moment 

when you have three grandchildren waking 

up to ask “what are we doing today”. It is 

great having them around for a short time.  

This year will be a busy year with trips to the 

South Island and to the USA twice and to 



Australia. I will be in Oklahoma City in the early part of March for 11 days and will be 

speaking at one of the session at the “Affirming the Faith Seminar’. It’s kind of them to be 

asking a “Kiwi” who most would have never heard of.  Please pray that what I can say helpful 

and uplifting words from Gods word. Also for My travels, as Melinda will not be coming this 

trip with me. 

I would also ask to keep us in your prayers as we need to find $950 US. At the end of 2017 we 

lost over $2000 US a month.   But once again we have been truly humbled by God’s grace as 

Paul writes “He takes care of us and will supply all your needs from his glorious riches, 

which have been given to us in CHRIST Jesus” Philippians 4:19 We have experienced his 

riches as over a $1000 has come in a month from several individuals and a congregation also 

has raised their support for us and our work for the Lord’s work in New Zealand and beyond in 

the last three weeks. Once again we are so thankful for those who have displayed to Melinda 

and me his gracious generosity to his truly underserving children. Please keep the remaining 

$950.00 US a month that we need to raise in your prayers for our work fund. 

Once again we are truly grateful for all your prayers, love and support for us and the Lord’s 

work in this part of the world. 

 

Blessings 

Chris and Melinda Miller 

 

 

 


